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5. Subject Matter of Reply 
(1) Amendment 

In order to clarify the details of the present invention, the scope 
of the claims has been amended in the amendment to be submitted 
along with this reply. Concretely, in the scope of the claims 1 and the 
like, it has been clarified that "a frequent operation pattern" is "a 
sequence of frequent operation histories". Such amendment as 
described above remains within the scope as described in the original 
description (from the 25 th line on page 15 to the 19 th line on page 16 in 
the description, FIGS. 12 to 14 and the like). Thus, no new matter has 
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been added. 

(2) Cited Reference 1 

The cited reference 1 discloses a technique in which: viewing 
and browsing histories of various contents are accumulated; the 
accumulated histories are converted into "user's favorite information"; 
and contents are selected based on the "user's favorite information" 
(see [0242] in the description and the like). 

On the other hand, according to the present invention as 
described in the claim 1, accumulated "user's favorite information" is 
not converted into different information, but (i) user's behavior is 
predicted from "frequent operation patterns which are sequences of 
frequent operation histories", and (ii) service according to the predicted 
user's behavior is provided, for example, by predicting the next 
operation or the next content from the operation sequence currently 
being observed. Thus, the present invention differs from the cited 
reference 1 with respect to information used for selecting contents and 
selecting method. 

(3) Cited Reference 2 

The cited reference 2 discloses a technique in which it is judged 
whether or not to determine updating user's profile by monitoring 
patterns and comparing the patterns with other patterns. However, 
the cited reference 2 only discloses patterns in view of access frequency 
and access time as "patterns of accessing (information)" such as (i) 
how many times in three days related information is accessed and (ii) 
how much time is spent for accessing the related information. 

On the other hand, according to the present invention, "an 
operation pattern" is "a device operation pattern in chronological order", 
and for example, a device operation pattern in chronological order of 
the following (i)^(ii) -*(iii) as described in FIG. 13: (i) TV-PowerON, 
(ii) TV-Play, and (iii) AirConditioner-PowerOn. And, service is provided 
based on the above mentioned device operation pattern in 
chronological order. 

(4) Summary 

As described above, the cited references 1 and 2 do not disclose 
nor indicate the characteristic of the present invention, that is, 
providing service based on the frequent operation patterns which are 
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the sequences of frequent device operations. The present invention 
has particular effects such as that due to the above mentioned 
characteristic, a series of operations frequently performed on device 
become unnecessary. Consequently, the applicant believes that 
patentability of the present invention cannot be denied based on the 
cited references 1 and 2. 
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